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My Catholic Funeral Planning Worksheet
Use with the Planning a Catholic Funeral Guide
This worksheet follows the 12 decisions in the Planning a Catholic Funeral Guide. Read the corresponding section of the guide, then record your wishes here. You do not need to decide every detail.
	This worksheet records your preferences. Final funeral arrangements should be made with your parish and may need to be adjusted according to Catholic liturgical norms, parish practice, availability, and pastoral circumstances.



Full Name
________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth
____________________________________
Current Parish
________________________________________________________________________
City / State
__________________________________________________
1. Where Should My Funeral Take Place?
For most Catholics, the parish church is the normal place for the Funeral Mass.
My preferred parish / church
________________________________________________________________________
City / State
__________________________________________________
Priest or deacon I would like my family to contact, if available
________________________________________________________________________
☐ I have no special preference beyond having the funeral celebrated according to Catholic practice at my parish.
2. Do I Want a Funeral Mass?
The Funeral Mass is the normal form of the Catholic Funeral Liturgy. A liturgy outside Mass may be used in appropriate pastoral circumstances.
☐ Yes - I desire a Catholic Funeral Mass.
☐ If pastoral circumstances make a Funeral Mass impractical, I trust my family and parish to arrange the appropriate Catholic Funeral Liturgy.
Other notes about the Funeral Liturgy
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. Should I Have a Vigil?
The Vigil is a time for prayer, Scripture, support of the family, and personal remembrances before the funeral.
☐ Yes - I would like a Catholic Vigil.
☐ No preference - please decide with my family and parish.
Preferred location:
☐ Funeral home
☐ Parish church
☐ Other: ______________________________________________
☐ I would like the Rosary prayed before or after the Vigil.
Person I would especially like to offer a remembrance at the Vigil, if appropriate
________________________________________________________________________
Other Vigil wishes
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. Which Scripture Readings Would I Like?
Choose readings from the approved Catholic funeral readings, or leave the selections to your family and parish.
☐ I would like to select readings.
☐ I would like my family and parish to select appropriate readings.
First Reading
________________________________________________________________________
Responsorial Psalm
________________________________________________________________________
Second Reading
________________________________________________________________________
Gospel
________________________________________________________________________
A favorite Scripture passage that reflects my faith
________________________________________________________________________


5. Who Should Read at My Funeral?
The Gospel is proclaimed by a priest or deacon. Other readers should be chosen in consultation with the parish.
Preferred reader - First Reading
________________________________________________________________________
Preferred reader - Second Reading
________________________________________________________________________
Preferred reader - Prayer of the Faithful
________________________________________________________________________
☐ I have no preference and trust my family and parish to choose readers.
6. What Music Would I Like?
List sacred hymns or liturgical music that are meaningful to you. Final selections should be made with the parish.
1. Hymn or sacred music
____________________________________________________________________
2. Hymn or sacred music
____________________________________________________________________
3. Hymn or sacred music
____________________________________________________________________
4. Hymn or sacred music
____________________________________________________________________
☐ I have no particular selections and would like the parish to choose appropriate Catholic funeral music.
Other music notes
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
7. What Do I Want My Family to Know About Remembrances or a Eulogy?
Longer personal stories are generally best shared at the Vigil or another gathering. Any remembrance connected with the Funeral Liturgy should follow parish guidance.
Person I would like considered for a brief remembrance, if permitted
________________________________________________________________________
What I most hope my family and friends remember about my life and faith
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Stories, people, ministries, or moments that may be meaningful to mention at the Vigil
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
8. Do I Prefer Burial or Cremation?
The Church permits cremation, but cremated remains should be reverently buried or entombed in a permanent sacred place.
☐ Burial of my body
☐ Cremation
☐ No preference, provided my arrangements follow Catholic teaching.
If cremated, where I would like my remains to be buried or entombed
________________________________________________________________________
9. Where Should I Be Buried?
Record any cemetery property or family burial information your family will need.
Cemetery
________________________________________________________________________
City / State
__________________________________________________
☐ I already own a burial plot, crypt, or niche.
☐ Arrangements have not yet been made.
Plot / crypt / niche location or other identifying information
________________________________________________________________________
I would like to be buried near
________________________________________________________________________
Other burial wishes
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


10. Do I Want to Name a Funeral Home or Record Existing Arrangements?
You do not need to prearrange a funeral, but existing plans should be easy for your family to find.
Preferred funeral home, if any
________________________________________________________________________
Phone / location
________________________________________________________________________
☐ I have already made pre-arrangements.
☐ I have prepaid some or all funeral expenses.
☐ I have not made funeral home arrangements.
Where the contract or pre-arrangement information is located
________________________________________________________________________
What has already been arranged or paid for
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
What still needs to be decided
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
11. What Should Be Included in My Obituary?
You do not need to write your obituary now. Record information that will help your family tell the story of your life accurately.
Family relationships or names that should be included
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Parish membership and Catholic ministries / service
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Education, career, military service, organizations, or community involvement
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Accomplishments, interests, or other parts of my life I would like remembered
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
12. Should I Request Memorial Gifts?
You may invite memorial gifts to your parish, a Catholic ministry, or another charitable organization important to you.
☐ My parish: ______________________________________________
☐ A Catholic ministry: ______________________________________
☐ Another charity: __________________________________________
☐ No preference
Special instructions or information my family should know
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
After You Finish This Worksheet
I have shared or plan to share a copy with:
☐ A family member or loved one
☐ My parish
☐ The person likely to make my funeral arrangements
☐ My executor / personal representative
☐ My funeral home, if appropriate
Name of the person who knows where this worksheet is kept
________________________________________________________________________
Phone / Email
____________________________________________________________
Signature
__________________________________________________________
Date Completed
______________________________________
Date Last Reviewed
______________________________________
	Review this worksheet periodically. If your parish, contact information, burial arrangements, or wishes change, update the worksheet and replace any old copies.
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